STATEMENT BY PROF OLADELE OSIBANJO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BASEL CONVENTION COORDINATING CENTRE FOR TRAINING AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER FOR THE AFRICAN REGION (BCCC-AFRICA), UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN AT THE UNVEILING OF THE OFFICIAL LOGO OF EKO INTERNATIONAL E-WASTE SUMMIT 2010 ON THURSDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2010.

Protocol:

His Excellency, Executive Governor of Lagos State, Mr Babatunde Raji Fashola, SAN.

The Honorable Commissioner for the Environment, Lagos State, Dr. Muiz Banire

The Special Guest of Honour, Director General NESREA, Dr. Mrs. Ngeri S. Benebo, JP
General Manager, LASEPA, Engr. Adebola R. Shabi

Prof. Lanre Faghohun, Executive Director, Environmental Law Research Institute, ELRI

Other distinguished dignitaries from Government and the Private Sector

Friends of the Environment here present

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press.

Today is another benchmark in our collective national effort to address an emerging global environmental problem of this twenty first century, which is the problem of Waste Electrical Electronic Equipment (WEEE) or Electronic Waste or E-Waste. Apart from the problem of Climate Change and Sound Chemicals Management, global attention has been directed in recent times to the issue of E-Waste. This is because the rapid development of information communication technology (ICT) in developing countries including Nigeria has been driven by the importation of used computers and mobile phones from developed countries. Majority of the imported used computers and mobile phones are unserviceable or thrash and outright wastes which are of no value to the end user.

…………………….

Nigeria and the entire African continent. It is home to the largest second hand electronic market in Africa, the popular Alaba International Market located on Badagry Express Road; as well as the Computer Village in Ikeja. End of life EEE or E-Wastes are processed and disposed using crude methods such as dumping in open land spaces or refuse dumps as well as open burning (as currently operational in Computer Village, Alaba International Market, Ojota, and Olusosun Dumpsite in Lagos metropolis). It is however, unfortunate that E-Wastes contain hazardous chemical substances which include heavy metals: lead, mercury, cadmium and persistent organic pollutants such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and brominates flames retardants (BRFs). These toxic chemicals may be released into the environment with the crude disposal methods in use and in the process cause high risks to human health and the environment as some of these toxic constituents are carcinogenic and endocrine disruptors.

The uncontrollable high volume or near tsunami volume of e-waste imported into Lagos has attracted international attention with frequent stories of e-waste dumping in Lagos from UK, European Union and USA in foreign and local news media. The CNN has repeated a documentary on E-Waste problems in the last two days. The unwholesome dismantling and burning of E-Waste occurs in the informal sector. The United Nations environment programme (UNEP) has confirmed that human exposure to hazardous substances present in E-Wastes may worsen poverty and threaten livelihoods with human disease burdens.

The Federal Government through the Federal Ministry of Environment and the NESREA have intervened appropriately by developing draft National Policy on e-waste while NESREA is about to launch national E-Waste regulations in November this year, apart from organizing an international conference on E-Waste in July 2009 in Abuja. In cognizance of the environmental and human health challenges posed by e-waste, Lagos State Government through LASEPA and LAWMA also have ongoing initiatives on how to solve the E-Waste menace in an environmentally sound manner. Our Centre is currently undertaking E-Waste inventory in Lagos State and other parts of the country under an EU funded project which includes socio-economic aspects of the E-Waste trade in the informal sector.

Lagos State Government through LASEPA deserves commendation for sponsoring the Eko International E-Waste Summit which is being organized in partnership with Environmental Law Research Institute, ELRI of Lagos and our Basel Centre (BCCC-Nigeria) at the University of Ibadan.

The unveiling of the logo this morning for the Eko International E-Waste Summit is a branding process to give identity to this unique event that would be far reaching in providing pragmatic and workable solutions to the huge E-Waste problems in Lagos State and Nigeria at large, more so as international experts from different parts of the globe have been invited to lecture at the event as well as original equipment manufacturers.

Our centre is pleased to be associated with this International Summit and look forward to a most successful E-Waste Summit in November 23rd -25th , 2010.

I thank you for your kind attention.

